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Presenter
Presentation Notes
This session will help you understand the available library resources while you are away. Since most of the library materials are electronic, you can access majority of them using your Passport York account. Your LexisNexis account will be extended while you can still access your Westlaw and CCH Online accounts. The slides contain information about how to research the legal system of Sierra Leone. I have tried to identify all electronic free and open resources available on the Internet. Library databases also gives you access to the Constitution of Sierra Leone , legal articles from scholarly journals and newspapers. Because of the conflict in this country, there has been little or nothing available in terms of publication not to mention electronic access to legislation and case law. However I know that the United Nations office will likely provide you with some guidance. 
If you have any questions feel free to email me or any of the Reference Librarians. Good luck and be safe
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Library Services
York University Libraries

http://www.library.yorku.ca
Law Library

http://library.osgoode.yorku.ca/

Look out for the eResources @ Osgoode 
link. This has an alphabetic listing of law 
resources.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
You are able to access most of the library’s electronic resources 24/7 anywhere in the world, using your Passport York account. On the eResources @ Osgoode page you will find an alphabetic listing of all legal electornic resources.




Legal System

• Common Law 
• Customary Law

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The sources of law are the Constitution (available in HeinOnline World Constitutions Illustrated), laws made by Parliament, orders and regulations, existing law and the Common law. Existing law includes customary law and they are mostly unwritten.



Court Structure

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The diagram is an illustration of the court structure of Sierra Leone. The Supreme Court is the highest court while the High Court is the court of first instance for civil and criminal matters.



Publications – Statutes and Law Reports

• African Human Rights Case Analyser
• Laws of Sierra Leone
• Oxford Reports on International Law 

(Access through library catalogue)
• The Special Court for Sierra Leone

http://caselaw.ihrda.org/�
http://www.sierra-leone.org/laws.html�
http://www.sc-sl.org/�


Online Databases 

• HeinOnline – Law Journal Library, United Nations Law Collection, 
World Constitutions Illustrated

• Index to Foreign Legal Periodicals
• LegalTrac
• LexisNexis Academic (Newspapers)
• Source OECD
• Business Source Premier
• United Nations – Treaty Collections, Official Documents

Presenter
Presentation Notes
You will find journal articles on Sierra Leone in the listed databases that are available in the library. LexisNexis Academic gives access to Ugandan newspapers. In Source OECD and Business Source Premier, you can have access to country reports. You can access them through the library catalogue – http://www.library.yorku.ca or Law Library eResources page - http://abstract.osgoode.yorku.ca/library/ozLibResource.nsf/ResearchDatabaseSearch.xsp




Websites & Treaties
• African Court on Human and People’s Rights
• African Charter on Human & Peoples’ Rights 1981
• African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the 

Child 1980
• Commonwealth and International Human Rights 

Case Law (INTERIGHTS)
• Protocol to the African Charter on Human and 

Peoples’ Rights on the Rights of Women in Africa
• Sierra Leone Legal System & Legal Research

(Globalex)

http://www.african-court.org/en/home/�
http://www.achpr.org/english/_info/charter_en.html�
http://www.achpr.org/english/_info/child_en.html�
http://www.achpr.org/english/_info/child_en.html�
http://www.interights.org/database-search/index.htm�
http://www.interights.org/database-search/index.htm�
http://www.achpr.org/english/_info/women_en.html�
http://www.achpr.org/english/_info/women_en.html�
http://www.nyulawglobal.org/Globalex/Sierra_Leone.htm�


Legal Education

• University of Sierra Leone
• Sierra Leone Law School
• Sierra Leone Bar Association

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The University of Sierra Leone is the academic institution where

http://www.tusol.org/�


International & Regional Organizations

• African Union (AU)
• Economic Community of West African 

States (ECOWAS)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
It is important to know about the international and regional organizations such as the AU and ECOWAS. Sierra Leone is a member of both organizations.

http://www.au.int/�
http://www.ecowas.int/�
http://www.ecowas.int/�

	International Legal Partnership�Researching Sierra Leonean Law�April 26, 2011.
	Library Services
	Legal System
	Court Structure
	Publications – Statutes and Law Reports
	Online Databases 
	Websites & Treaties
	Legal Education
	International & Regional Organizations

