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1. U.N charter research: 

Simma, Bruno. The Charter of the United Nations: a commentary (Oxford; New York: Oxford University Press, 2002). Library Call Number: KZ 4991 C48 2002.
Goodrich, Leland M. Charter of the United Nations: commentary and documents (New York: Columbia University Press, 1969). Library Call Number: JX 1977 G65 1969. 

Search methods: 
Use “United Nations. Charter” as subject keyword to search the York Library Catalogue, www.worldcat.org, and other university library catalogue, such as Harvard, Stanford, Columbia, etc. 

Request books not available in our library through ILL service:  http://library.osgoode.yorku.ca/serv_inter.html 
2. International commentary / international case law

International commentary: 

Foreign & International Law Resources Database (Heinonline)

Index to Legal Periodicals

LegalTrac

(all available through Law Library Databases page)

International case law:

Official website of the court, for example, ICJ website (http://www.icj-cij.org/docket/index.php?p1=3&p2=2&PHPSESSID=44fd0a25cc6578c6c4f2c434f54f3694 ) 1947-2008 full text.

EU court of justice: http://curia.europa.eu/en/content/juris/index.htm, 1953-current 
Major electronic databases: Westlaw, LexisNexis Quicklaw
3. UN docs research

UN Documents 
a. Official Records

b. Parliamentary Documents

AccessUN database (available through Law Library database page) : indexes UN documents published from 1945 to current. Provides full –text to several thousands of UN documents, BUT not all. 

Sales Publications

Purchased by the Library and available through Library Catalogue
Press Release

United Nations News Centre (1995-current): http://www.un.org/News/  
4. Drafting of treaties / Travaux Preparatoire 

Notes: 

Treaty research: (1) locate the text of the treaty; (2) the status of individual countries (signatories or parties?); (3) reservations or declarations made by individual countries; (4) any implementing domestic legislation; (5) any documents proceeded in the course of administering the treaty. 

a. Some treaty negotiations remain permanently confidential. 

b. The negotiations of bilateral treaties are almost always completely confidential. 

Steps to research the drafting history of treaties: 
a. identify the organization sponsoring the treaty negotiation. (most often the UN, other examples, ILO)

Use tools such as the Analytical Guide to the Work of the International Law, http://untreaty.un.org/ilc/guide/gview.htm  (published by ILC) to check. 

b. Use the tools the sponsoring organization provides for identifying its documents to search for preparatory documents. UN for example, use the database AccessUN. 

c. Sometimes, the treaty may be negotiated at a conference. Then use the conference website to locate relevant documents. 

5. ICJ research

Use secondary sources. 

You can find a comprehensive bibliography on ICJ from this research guide: Germain’s International Court of Justice Research Guide http://library.lawschool.cornell.edu/WhatWeDo/ResearchGuides/ICJ.cfm 
Periodicals: 

“Report of the International Court of Justice” in the General Assembly Official Records Set for each session as Supplement No. 4. 

International Court of Justice Yearbook 

6. International law of asylum

Right of Asylum (ILC): http://untreaty.un.org/ilc/guide/6_2.htm 
Secondary sources 
7. U.S./ U.K. / European / other countries’ Army/Navy/Air Force policy directives and rules

Go to each individual country’s military governing body’s official website. 

Use secondary sources. 
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