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Presenter
Presentation Notes
This presentation will help you identify the primary resources available at the Law Library. Primary legal materials include legislative materials and case law. Legislative materials come in the form of statutes, regulations and statutory instruments. These days many of these materials are available online but it is also important for you to learn to use the print versions of these materials. So I have brought with me to this session, copies of the Canadian Abridgment and the Canadian Encyclopedic Digest which are both available electronically on Westlaw Canada.
I have also attempted to identify resources for some other jurisdictions such as United States, United Kingdom, Australia, The Caribbean, China, India and South Africa.



Finding Case Law & Legislation

• Print
• Electronic
• Library Catalogue 
• Law Library
• eResources (Law) 
• Journals Portal
• Canadian 

Legislation & 
Parliamentary 
materials

Presenter
Presentation Notes
It is always good to start from the “Library Catalogue”, where you can type in the title of what you are looking for. The catalogue will take you to the resource whether it is available in print or in electronic format. The Law Library has a list of electronic resources on it website titled “eResources (Law)”. The “Journals Portal” is an electronic database that helps you identify the sources of the title you want. For example if you are looking for the “Canadian Cases on Employment Law”, the “Journals Portal” will help you identify that it is available in Westlaw Canada, it will also tell you the coverage. The “Canadian Legislation and Parliamentary materials” link is a listing of all the links to Canadian government websites where you can find legislative and  parliamentary materials.

http://www.library.yorku.ca/�
http://library.osgoode.yorku.ca/�
http://abstract.osgoode.yorku.ca/library/ozLibResource.nsf/ResearchDatabaseSearch.xsp�
http://gj8rr8rb3w.search.serialssolutions.com/�
http://library.osgoode.yorku.ca/CanadianLegislation1.html�
http://library.osgoode.yorku.ca/CanadianLegislation1.html�
http://library.osgoode.yorku.ca/CanadianLegislation1.html�
http://library.osgoode.yorku.ca/CanadianLegislation1.html�


Canadian Cases

• Start with secondary 
sources first books, 
encyclopedia, 
digests, case 
reviews, notes in 
law journals and 
blogs.

• Reported - from 
government 
websites and 
commercial 
publishers.

• Unreported - from 
the actual courts, 
tribunals, Quicklaw, 
Westlaw Canada, 
BestCase.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
When researching case law, it is always better to start from a book, digest, encyclopedia, law journals or commentaries. And lately legal blogs are being accepted as good sources as well.  You find reference to cases and judicial opinions in books, journal articles and resources such as the Canadian Abridgement and the Canadian Encyclopedic Digest (CED). 
Note that the sources of case law are law reporters which can be commercial or government owned, they re mostly electronic these days but you still find some that are just in print. There are also instances when cases go unreported in which case you can either request for them directly from the courts or tribunals or from commercial publishers. 



Canadian Cases & Legislation
• Azimut/Soquij (French cases)
• LexisNexis Quicklaw
• Lexis Nexis Academic
• Quicklaw (Canadian content only)
• Westlaw Canada
• Criminal Spectrum
• Dominion Law Reports Plus
• Labour Spectrum
• CanLII
• BestCase (Canadian Criminal Cases, Dominion Law Reports, Labour 

Arbitration Cases, Land Compensation Reports, Ontario Municipal Board 
Reports, All Canada Weekly Summaries, Canadian Labour Arbitration 
Summaries, Weekly Criminal Bulletin, Labour Relations Board Decisions, 
Federal Court of Appeal Decisions)

• Canada Statute Service ( Amendment history of Canadian statutes and 
regulations from the 1985 Revised Statutes and 1978 regulation consolidation. 
Also includes Repealed statutes)

• Canadian Legislative Pulse
• Canadian Human Rights Reporter (Canadian Human Rights reports from 1979)
• Employment Spectrum (Case law and legislation related to Canadian 

employment law)
• Session Laws (HeinOnline)
• Martins Online Criminal Code
• Ontario Citator Service
• O’Briens Encyclopedia of Form

Presenter
Presentation Notes
It is important for you to understand the Canadian court system i.e. the hierarchy of the courts. This is very important when looking at cases you have to understand that the Supreme Court of Canada is the highest court and all its decisions are binding on all the lower courts. You have to try to understand that the law making process as well. 
This slide lists all the available resources for Canadian cases and legislation at the Osgoode Hall Law School Library. If you need further assistance contact a Reference Librarian or visit the Reference Desk.

http://www.canlii.org/en/on/laws/stat/rso-1990-c-b17/145/�


Government Websites

• E-Laws – This is the official website that publishes the electronic 
version of the Laws and Regulations of the province of Ontario. Here you can 
see the history of various legislation and the amendments.

• Justice Laws (Canada) - This is the official website the 
publishes the Federal Laws and Regulations of Canada. It is updated every 
Tuesday. There is LEGISINFO which helps you to update any legislation. 

• Supreme Court of Canada – The official website 
that publishes the reported and unreported judgments of the Supreme Court of 
Canada.

• Federal Court of Canada – This is the official 
website of the Federal Court of Canada.  

http://www.e-laws.gov.on.ca/navigation?file=home&lang=en�
http://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/MainPage�
http://scc.lexum.umontreal.ca/en/index.html�
http://reports.fja.gc.ca/eng/index.html�


United Kingdom

• BAILII
• English Reports-Full Reprint 

(HeinOnline)
• Justis

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Most of these resources can be accessed through the library catalogue or through the Law library eResources (Law) page.


http://www.bailii.org/�


United States

• BNA Online
• CornellLII
• Federal Register and Code of Federal 

Regulations (HeinOnline)
• Google Scholar
• LexisNexis Academic
• United States Statutes at Large (HeinOnline)
• US Supreme Court Cases (HeinOnline)
• Westlaw Canada

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Most of these resources can be accessed through the library catalogue or through the Law library eResources (Law) page.


http://www.law.cornell.edu/�
http://scholar.google.ca/�


Other Jurisdictions
• Australia
Session Laws (HeinOnline)
AustiLII
• Caribbean
CARILAW
• China
LawInfoChina
• India
Manupatra
• South Africa
LexisNexis Academic

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Most of these resources can be accessed through the library catalogue or through the Law library eResources (Law) page.

http://www.austlii.edu.au/�


BLOGS

• The Court – This is an initiative of the Osgoode Hall Law School. 
Here you find daily posts on Canadian cases especially the Supreme Court of 
Canada cases.

• SLAW – This blog is hosted by Prof. Simon Fodden (Professor 
Emeriti) at the Osgoode Hall Law School. Contributors on this blog 
are mostly legal practitioners, legal academics, law librarians. The 
postings focus on law and sometimes technology.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Some legal blog posts are now being widely accepted as official publications in North America.

http://www.thecourt.ca/�
http://www.slaw.ca/�


Noting Up

• Print Citators
• Online Citators – QuickCite, KeyCite, 

Shepards, JustCite & CanLII.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Noting up helps you to understand the judicial history of a case as this is very important in legal research. You have to know when a decision has been appealed or overturned, for legislation you have to know when a section has been amended or repealed or additional regulations posted. You can use print citators but most of the online databases now have their own noting up tools.



Legal Abbreviations

• Cardiff Index to Legal Abbreviations
• Law Library Abbreviations Selected 

Law Reports
• McGill Guide Appendix A – E

Presenter
Presentation Notes
It is important that you understand legal citation and the full meaning of the abbreviations. The listed sources will help you identify legal abbreviations.

http://www.legalabbrevs.cardiff.ac.uk/�
http://library.osgoode.yorku.ca/documents/Abbreviationshandout_001.pdf�
http://library.osgoode.yorku.ca/documents/Abbreviationshandout_001.pdf�
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