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CANADIAN LEGAL RESEARCH

1. PRIMARY SOURCES

(a) Statutes

Statutes are the enactments of the legislature, published annually, or after the end of each
session. In Canada, federal statutes are consolidated approximately every 20 years as the
Revised Statutes of Canada (e.g. R.S.C. 1985). Until recently, Ontario statutes were
consolidated every 10 years. Canadian Federal statutes are shelved on the ground floor
north of the courtyard, followed by the provincial statutes in alphabetical order by
province.

When looking for a copy of a particular Federal statute, the best way to proceed is to find
a reference to the citation in the most current edition of the "Table of Public Statutes"
(see below). This will tell you whether the statute is found in the latest consolidation or in
subsequent annual volumes.

TIP: If you don't know the name of a statute, first try the index to the statutes that you
are using. If you don't have any luck, look for an article or book with a Table of Statutes
in it. A Table of Statutes or a loose leaf service can also be used to gather together
statutes on a particular subject.

Statutes from common law jurisdictions are NOT found in the Libraries Catalogue. For
statutes, check the Statute Holdings lists which are behind the reserve collection.
However, you may find commercially published editions of the more prominent statutes
listed in the Libraries Catalogue (e.g. Martin’s Criminal Code). These are often annotated
but may not be up-to-date.

Updating Statutes

Here are a few sources to help update federal statutes:
o Table of Public Statutes (STATS-CAN A373) — this is the official source
e The Canada Statute Citator R.S.C. 1985, ed. (STATS-CAN A375 J23)

e Canada Statute Service - available through the York University Libraries’
eResources web page.

e Department of Justice Canada (on the internet at
http://laws.justice.gc.ca/en/index.html)

Ontario

e Ontario Statute Citator (STATS-CAN ONS5S5 J23)
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e Ontario Citator Service is also available through the York University
Libraries eResources web page.

e E-Laws at http://www.e-laws.gov.on.ca.

Bills

When updating a statute, you must always check to see whether there have been
any bills introduced into Parliament or the Provincial Legislature that will affect
the statute. Current Federal and Ontario bills are kept on Reserve at the

Circulation Desk. Copies of historical bills are bound and kept with the statutes.

Bills on the Internet According to Province and Federal Government

Canada (Federal Government) on the internet at
http://www.parl.gc.ca/common/bills.asp?Language=E

Alberta - on the internet at:
http://www.assembly.ab.ca/net/indexaspx?p=bills _home

British Columbia - on the internet at: http://www.leg.bc.ca/legislation/bills.htm

Saskatchewan — on the internet at:
http://www.legassembly.sask.ca/bills/default.htm

Manitoba — on the internet at: http://web2.gov.mb.ca/bills/sess/index.php

Ontario — on the internet at: http://www.ontla.on.ca/documents/bills/index.htm

Quebec — on the internet at: http://www.assnat.qc.ca/eng/37legislature2/Projects-
loi/Publics/Index.htm

New Brunswick - on the internet at:
http://www.gnb.ca/legis/business/pastsessions/55/55legislature-e.asp

Nova Scotia - on the internet at: http://www.gns.ns.ca/legislature/lege/bills.htm

Prince Edward Island - on the internet at:
http://www.assembly.pe.ca/bills/index.php?selectsitting=23action=Go

Newfoundland — on the internet at: http://www.gov.nl.ca/hoa/business
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Yukon Territory - on the internet at: http://www.gov.yk.ca/leg-
assembly/progress index.html

Northwest Territories — on the internet at:
http://www.assembly.gov.nt.ca’housebusiness/legislation/index.html

Nunavut - on the internet at: http://www.assembly.nu.ca/english/bills/index.html

Status of Bills Information

There are a number of different aids for information about bills. The following is a
listing of useful tools organized by jurisdiction.

CANADA - FEDERAL

Canada Legislative Index edited and published by B.C. Courthouse Library
Society [cumulative]

STATS-CAN A 375 J32 (current session on Reserve)

House of Commons. Status of House Business. Ottawa: Queen's Printer
[cumulative]

STATS-CAN A 375 J3322 1991-1997

http://www.parl.gc.ca

Canadian Current Law - Legislation. Part of the Canadian Abridgment. [contains
a Status of Bills Table - not cumulative]

DIG B4214

Chamber Business, 1997-

Canadian Legislative Pulse — tracks bills through Parliament. Access restricted to

Osgoode Students and Faculty. Contact Reference Librarians for assistance

CANADA - PROVINCIAL

Provincial Legislative Record. Don Mills, Ont.: CCH Canadian [cumulative]
REF JL75 P759 (current session on Reserve)

Canadian Current Law - Legislation. Part of the Canadian Abridgment. [contains

a Status of Bills Table - not cumulative]

DIG B4214
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Provincial Legislature web sites

e (Canadian Legislative Pulse — tracks bills through Provincial Legislatures. Access
restricted to Osgoode Students and Faculty. Contact Reference Librarians for
assistance

ONTARIO

e Ontario Legislative Assembly. Status of Bills Report [cumulative]
STATS-CAN ONS55 J26 (current session on Reserve)

e Ontario Legislative Assembly web site http://www.ontla.on.ca

e Ontario Legislative Digest Service: a weekly service covering the events of the
current session of the Ontario Legislature. Agincourt, Ont: Carswell (1982/83-
1999)
STATS-CAN ONS55 J255 (current session on Reserve)

e (Canadian Legislative Pulse — tracks bills through the Legislative Assembly.
Access restricted to Osgoode Students and Faculty. Contact Reference Librarians
for assistance

(b) Regulations

Regulations refer to delegated legislation made under statutory authority. Regulations are
published in official gazettes and are usually listed under the short title of the
empowering act. Consolidations of regulations in force are made for most jurisdictions
from time to time.

The Canadian federal and provincial regulations are shelved following the statutes of the
same jurisdiction.

o To update federal regulations, consult the Canada Regulations Index (STATS-
CAN A4312) or Canada Gazette Part II: Consolidated Index of Statutory
Instruments (STATS-CAN A431).

o To update Ontario regulations, consult the Ontario Regulation Service (STATS-
CAN ONG65).

e For regulations online, check http://laws.justice.gc.ca/en/index.html for Federal
regulations and http://www.e-laws.gov.on.ca. for Ontario regulations

(c) Law Reports

Law Reports are another source of legal authority. There are many types of law reports:
official, provincial, subject, etc. Note that one particular judgment may be published in a
number of different law reports. For example, a Supreme Court of Canada decision will
most likely be reported in the Supreme Court Reports, Dominion Law Reports, National
Reporter plus the appropriate subject report. Canadian and British law reports are located
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on the East Side of the Courtyard on the ground floor. Call numbers begin with Rep-
followed by the jurisdiction abbreviation (e.g. Rep-Can.) for Canadian reports.

Abbreviations list are available in the library the end of the stack in the law reports area
on the Ground floor, on the rack beside the Reference Desk and on the web site. You may
also wish to consult the Canadian Guide to Uniform Legal Citation KF 245 C34 2002

(d) Cases on the Internet

CANLII (Canadian Legal Information Institute) Free on the internet, provides
cases from all Canadian courts, and some administrative tribunals. Coverage
varies, from 1985-present for the Supreme Court of Canada and from 1994-
present for Ontario.

LEXUM — from the University of Montreal — provides free internet access to
cases from all Canadian jurisdictions, as well as legislation and legal news.
Canadian coverage varies, from 1990-present in British Columbia to 1983-present
for the Supreme Court of Canada. It also offers information on a small number of
treaties, most notably between Canada and the U.S.

(e) Databases

(a)

Quicklaw — The most prominent database for Canadian law, this database covers
every Canadian jurisdiction. It is available campus wide to York students, but
only offers Canadian content to them. Osgoode law students are able to have the
full Quicklaw database, which includes not only all Canadian jurisdictions but
international jurisdictions with a password. Quicklaw covers reported and
unreported judgments from 1867-present, as well as a number of journal articles
from Canadian periodicals.

Westlaw-ecarswell — only available to Osgoode students and faculty with a
password. E-Carswell has the Canadian content of the database, while Westlaw
holds the U.S. content. This database has reported judgments of Canadian cases
from 1867-present, and unreported cases from key jurisdictions such as Ontario
from 1986-present. E-carswell also includes the Canadian Abridgment and the
Canadian Encyclopedic Digest.

SECONDARY SOURCES

Books and Treatises

Books, treatises or government documents in the law library can accessed through the
library catalogue at - http://www.library.yorku.ca/ccm/jsp/homepage.jsp

Note that cases are not available in the library catalogue.

You can search the library catalogue in any of the following ways:

Browse search — You can use this search technique if you know the name of an
author, title of the material or a periodical title. Remember to click on search type
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button and not enter. Make sure you select the location by clicking the drop down
menu on the right hand side of the screen.

e Keyword search — This technique allows you to expand your search combining
different search words. It is particularly useful if you don’t have any information
about the material you’re looking for.

e (Call number search — This technique can be used if you know the call number of
the material you’re looking for. (A call number is the classification number of the
material and it can be found on the spine of the materials/books.) Using this
technique, you’re able to limit your search using and selecting the drop down
menus by selecting various options such as the item type, location, library and
shelving scheme.
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Figure 1 Search Techniques & eResources
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(b) Journals

The Law Library has a rich collection of Canadian journals in print and electronic format.
The print collection is located on the Ground floor of the library and journals are
arranged alphabetically.

Electronic journals can be located through the library catalogue on eResources. You can
find materials
» by TITLE, for example you can locate the Canadian Criminal Law Review by
typing in the full title in the search box or you can click on C and scroll down to
find this title.

» by SUBJECT and look for Law under Social Sciences.

The Law Library web site has a listing of electronic resources at
http://library.osgoode.yorku.ca/res_data law.html

A very useful resource and a good starting point when researching for Canadian articles
is the Index to Canadian Legal Literature. It is available in print in the library and they
can be found on the Ground Floor behind the Reference Desk. The electronic format is
available in Quicklaw.

Other legal databases with Canadian journal content are listed below:

e Legal Trac- mostly American periodicals, but does have some Canadian
periodicals — available on E-resources

e Index to Legal Periodicals — mostly American periodicals, but does have some
Canadian periodicals — available on E-resources

e Hein Online — all full text journals, mostly American but also some Canadian
periodicals
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